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I8g5., he again put to the House of Commons
the motion rejected in 1893, the Liberal Govern-
ment was afraid to oppose it unconditionally.
They offered to appoint a committee. Hardie
shrugged his shoulders. He had no belief in
this familiar dodge, but he extorted as the price
of withdrawing his motion a promise that a
report should be made as quickly as possible.
Before the promise could be redeemed the Liberal
Government had been turned out. Their defeat
in the General Election of 1895 they attributed
partly to Keir Hardie's attacks on their Party,
but their downfall involved him in it. He was
now to be out of Parliament for five years.
Before that period had passed came the South
African War ; this filled still fuller the cup of the
national hatred against Keir Hardie. Against
the enthusiasm of the ignorant and unthinking
he tried to gain a hearing for what is now admitted
to be the truth.
" The war is a capitalist war. The British
Merchant hopes to secure markets for his goods,
the investor an outlet for his capital, the specu-
lator more fools out of whom to make money,
and the mining companies cheaper labour
and increased dividends. We are told it is to
spread freedom and to extend the rights and
liberties of the common people. When we
find a Conservative Government expending
the blood and treasure of the nation to extend
the rights and liberties of the common people,
we may well pause and begin to think/*